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Model Forest name: 
Foresta Modello Valle Aterno (FMVA)

Year of establishment: 2021

• Overcome parochialism and encourage  partnership/networking

• Promote rural a micro-business networks and assist/motivate 
young people 

• Revert demographic decline 

• Prevent summer fires connected to climate change

• Supra-municipal forest planning, also considering biodiversity and 
landscape beauty.

• Revive farming/breeding to preserve rural patchwork landscape 
and pastures 

• New ways to wildlife management to reduce damages to farmers

• Open up to collaborations, to circulation of ideas and resources 
flow.

Main motivations for 
creating the MF

Number of members: 100

Country: ITALY – ABRUZZO  REGION

Website: www.forestamodellovalleaterno.it

Year of ammission in the IMFN: 2024

Number of municipalities: 15

Number of inhabitants : 8600
Land surface: 300 km2 



Aterno river valley and 
Sirente – Velino Natural 
Park





Update on latest activities: communities activation 

Heritage walking tours Footpath cleaning Feasts, events, 
conferences Conosci 

i nostri 
boschi?

Passeggiate “patrimoniali”
nei boschi, nei borghi e 

negli altipiani della 
Foresta Modello della 

Valle dell’Aterno 

Un denso programma di escursioni per scoprire il nostro 

grande patrimonio forestale di paesaggio e di storia, per 

conoscerne i testimoni ed il senso profondo della nostra 

valle: incontreremo amministratori locali, agricoltori, 

art igiani operatori turist ici e culturali, operatori forestali, 

naturalisti, artisti, semplici cittadini e tan ti altri.

21.05 Da San Benedetto in Perillis a Molina Aterno - I rimboschimenti  

  del dopoguerra negli altipiani agricoli 

01.07 Da San Demetrio a Peltuinum - Il Tratturo Magno 

16.07 Dai Prati del Sirente a Secinaro - Le faggete pedemontane ed i    

  boschi di scarpata

02.08 Da Ocre a Fossa - Le conche carsiche e i loro boschi

03.08 Da Goriano Valli a Tione degli Abruzzi - Boschi vecchi e nuovi del  

  versante nord (ju òpac’)

10.08 Da Opi di Fagnano Alto a Fontecchio - I boschi del versante sud  
  (la solagna) 

26.08 Da Acciano a Be  - I boschi lungo il ume

03.09 Da Casentino a Villa Sant’Angelo e a Sti e - I boschi misti cedui  

  ed i nuovi boschi di fondovalle

17.09 Da Bominaco (Caporciano) a Rocca Preturo (Acciano) - Le  
  praterie sulle antiche aree agricole montane 

01.10 Da Castel Camponeschi (Prata D’Ansidonia) a Castello di  
  Fagnano Alto - Le conche agricole ed i loro boschi

16.10 Poggio Picenze, Valle del Campanaro - I rimboschimenti  

  alle falde del Gran Sasso

È obbligatorio prenotarsi scr ivendo a: info@forestamodellovalleaterno.it
O chiamando t el: +39 3287339707 Daniele Cardinale

www.forestamodellovalleaterno.it

Gli it inerari hanno durata e livello di di coltà variabile.

Attrezzatura necessaria:

Scarpe da trekking, cappello,  occhiali da sole, 

giacca antivento, zaino, borraccia.

Realizzato nell’ambito del progetto 
PSC “Agricoltura” 2014-2020 ex Sottopiano 3- POA 

2014-2020 - Decreto di concessione N. 67894 
del 14/02/2022 - CUP: J48H22000450001.

* Le passeggiate con l’asterisco, terminano con un 

concerto dei “Solisti Aquilani” e con un rinfresco

https://www.solistiaquilani.it 

*

*

*

*

Big trees census 



Update on latest activities: four legs for forest planning
1 - Biodiversity 
indicators

2 – forest structure and 
condition 

3 – forest perception by the 
people 

4 – forest ecosystem 
services 

6 – Community planning 

3 – Municipalities and Region Aut
approval 



Update on latest activities: wild truffle production & forest management (FORTABIO)  



Update on latest activities:  Tools and Skills of Living in the Mountains (STAI)



1
How to “feed” the local network and keep it 
alive?

Increase the number of 
local initiatives all the year-
long. Who can do it? which 
resources?

Create networking 
opportunities for local 
enterprise

Facilitate the creation of MF 
network projects, based on 
cultural and social 
programs – fund them with 
crowd-funding 

2
Decline of the everyday cultural and economic 
relationship with the nearby environment 

Increase the opportunities 
to visit the home-nearby 
places and to develop 
initiatives to make local 
people stay in these places

idem idem

3

How to fund the catalyser role played by MF?
Too fragile FM local structure

Delegating part of this role 
to external bodies eg
professionals involved in 
projects but…

Finding sponsors for the MF 
basic needs 

Sponsors searching and 
network projects promoting

5
Where to find the resources to fund a low-
productivity forest maintenance?

Carbon credit for ESS and 
similar approaches
Sponsors Public resources ???

FSC and PEFC labeling 
support
Looking  for possible buyers 

6
Depopulation, communities aging and scarcity 
of local entrepreneurs   

Create job opportunities 
which can attract 
young entrepreneurs or 
“young” retired people  

Work on ESS as a job 
opportunity

Develop a shared project on 
EES as job opportunity and 
look for possible funding –
including best practises 
visits  

Challenges and way forward

Problem Solution 1 Solution 2 MMFN 
possible role



Thanks for your attention
Grazie per la vostra attenzione

 على انتباهكم 
ً
شكرا

Gracias por su atención
Merci pour votre attention

Ευχαριστώ για την προσοχή σας 
Hvala na vašoj pažnji

Faleminderit për vëmendjen tuaj
Dikkatiniz için teşekkür ederim

Speaker: Alessio di Giulio
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