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1. THE CONTEXT: Why to focus on «<community restoration»? MODEL FOREST’ PRINCIPLES

2. THE MODEL FOREST
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‘ uncontrolled reforestation is occurring & .l'%«;g Kr;?]vgllriendgge-
due to the abandonment of rural and ‘ NEED TO RESTORE capacity Partnership
mountain areas, as well as the decline of COMMUNITIES TO building.
& agrosilvopastoral economies. ’ % RESTORE networking
In contrast, deforestation in the Global ECOSYSTEMS
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In 2024, EU nature restoration law Provisioning ~ Regulating

aims to restore degraded ecosystems across Europe and
promotes the recovery of (among others) forest ecosystems,
contributing to carbon sequestration, biodiversity conservation,
and sustainable economic opportunities tied to ecosystem
services.
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However, how to contribute through ecosystem services to the X?

active participation and care of communities of the environment S ..,.' =P 0 The network today:

where they live? S Synergies | J 60+ Model Forests in 35 countries
% covering 73+ million hectares.

Ecosystem services Cultural

Source: Nocentini et al, 2022

First 5 years of the Model Forest focus on: 3. THE ATERNO VALLEY AND WHY A MODEL FOREST
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v Engagement of the communites, enterprises, associations, \ '
institutions, ... - Valle dellAterno
v' “Heritage walks" to rediscover the landscape, uses of the forests THE LOCAL COMPLEXITY

and promoting contemporary uses
v' Studies and researches on the local forest history, biodiversity,

2018 (foundation)

o it ) . : » Ecosystem degradation due to land abandonment
composmon, possibilities, relation W|’.ch.the.commu.n|ty > Severe shrinking population (average -80% 15 icipaliti
v Studies to assess forest productivity in relation to truffles, inhabitants in a century) municipalities
........... dependmgondlfferentmanagementtypes > \I,_Vci)tshsaofr(t)r_iicf\l/tcl)c_)ngls tfgrraelsgctiisveigeasnd their integration 1 Regional Natural Park
v’ Forest planning to enable municipalities to participate gro-siivo-pas VY .
. . . Four > Reduction in social and civic services (transport, 4 100 members
in grants for financing forest management preliminary healthcare, job opportunities, education, etc.)
.............................................................................................................................................................................................. hases for > Disappearance of the rural mosaic landscape 600/0 S £ rastad area
Now: planning shaped by centuries of human-environment
> Need to focus on entrepreneurship for agrosilvopastoral coexistence , , , 17.535 he of forests
econnomies > Increased presence of wild animals (as wild boars, . . .
> Acrive use of the forest and its resources deer) 8.271 inhabitants in 2021
: : » 2009 L'Aquila earthquake and the destruction of o, _-
> Integration of ecosystem services most buildings ('1 0.5% since 1991)
> Reinforce the community active engagement
Because: Resulting in:
O Lack of businesses related to agrosilvopastoral economies . o
d Lack of innovative businesses and opportunities for local “  Reduced habitability of the area
% Uncontrolled, spontaneous regrowth of forests

development
d Aging population and migration of youth

Survey of the forests' condition,
QUESTIONS: focusing on dendromejcrjc, structural,
and species composition aspects

Analysis of local residents'
perception of the forest

m Farms (including integrated livestock) m Livestok

1 How can sustainable forest management and
valorization of ecosystem services can enhance local

value chains while creating local job opportunities? Analysis of locally-suitable Analysis of a set of biodiversity
indicators (mosses, lichens, soil Map: Model Forest geographical area (national, regional, local scale) Tourismm Culture
microfauna) that reflect the health of orter
the forests

® Beekiping ® Processing / production of food

m Forestry m Industrial wood processing

2 How can activating ecosystem service-based value ecosystem services, focusing
chains support planned forest management and on those accessible to

sustainable local development? citizens and businesses Graph: Economic sector in the Model Forest area

5. PRELIMINARY RESULTS:

4. CHANGING PARADIGMS: THE FOUR VALUE CHAINS AND ECOSYTEM SERVICES FOR THE ATERNO VALLEY
THE PROCESS AND METHODOLOGY APPLIED
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e ~N /" ~ management e s ~N /" ~ scale crafts, setting up a community woodworking rofitable micro-sectors for small businesses. Shared supporting local livestock integration with forest
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ores Services evelopmen and services and livability of exchange for creating wooden works realized in the land i 9 <l 9 positive impact of livestock on forest balance and fire
ecosystems and/or -1V f thei t projects like forest care and forest bathing to elevate the revention
mantainance provision places OF tHEIr ancestors. forest experience and its value. P '
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Research and analysis of forest value chains related to

local environment and comunities and related Development of projects to activate the value
ecosystem services, focusing on those accessible to| |chains identified in the research phase to enable

CItIZEﬂS and bUSInESSQS, rather than those—althOugh |Oca| economles and JOb Opportunltles th rough How sustainable community In areas fﬂclng dEprUlﬂtiDn, community tourism can
important—that cannot, in the short term, generate i tourism sUpparis anc spur economic activity, promote forest preservation,
P & sustainable forest management. intersects with the other and encourage the reclamation of abandoned areas.

income and thus a positive feedback on the relevant identified value chains The value chain includes trail accessibility, land art
o trails, immersive nature experiences, biodiversity

ecosysten - _ - LOL o _ i :
y @ §8§ *{&LQ E@ ‘O_.f % \é;g).“:'i) education, forest care and participatory conservation.
THE MODEL FOREST MEDITERRANEAN NETWORK

6. FROM THE LOCAL TO THE MEDITERRANEAN

What are the priorities for ecosystem services and socio-economic
activities across the Mediterranean network of Model Forests?

Cultural and artistic activities

Sustainable tourism Starting with this question, we are exploring the needs and potential areas of
Forest care interest for collaborative work across the Mediterranean region, which will
/ inform future:

MONTAGNE ISTRIA Creating jobs related to agro-forestry

FIORENTINE {Erogtia)
(Italy)

\_
PALENCIA
(

Candidate VOSKQPO]A
(Spain) Initiative
: (Albania)

Fire prevention

Research and monitoring JOINT ACTIVITIES

rorestbathing / INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS
Wood processing KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE

Ecosystem restoration projects EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

Involving local communities in forest care

PROVENCE
(France)

YALOVA

VALLE \ -
DELL’ATERNO (Turkey) <

(Italy)

WESTERN Empowerment of women and youth

MACEDONIA

(Greece)

Reinforcing the network while acting at the local scale is the foundation of the
Model Forest approach.

Biomass energy

| . SHOUF . .
Water, river, and lake protection

( . . .
— Initiative Enhanced protection for high-value ecological

MIDELT (Turkey) (Libanon)
Initiative o areas

) TERCE ‘ . Countering the abandonment of rural areas
(

Preliminary results are shown on the left
(8 respondents out of 13 Model Forests in the Mediterranean Network)

IFRANE
( Morocco)
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Scan and listen! 7 thCosione " EDELLE FORESTE

Boost eco-tourism and trail routes
Preventing wildfires
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT ISSUES

Map: Model Forest Mediterranean Network

www.forestamodellovalleaterno.it
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